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BILL 

[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

To regulate the Issue of Bank Notes in Ireland, and to regulate 
the Repayment of certain Sums advanced by the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of Ireland for the Public 
Service. 



[N.B . — The Clauses marked (A.) to (I.), and Schedules (D.) and (E.), 
were added by the Committee ] 



by an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland r 
in the twenty-first and twenty-second years of the reign 2 
of his Majesty King George the I'liird, intituled, “An Act for c 
establishing a Bank, by the Name of the Governors and Company 
5 of the Bank of Ireland,” it was, amongst other things, enacted, that 
from and after the passing of that Act, it should not be lawful for 
any body politic or corporate, erected or to be erected other than 
the Corporation thereby intended to be created and erected into a 
National Bank, or for any other persons whatsoever united, or to 
^0 be united in covenants or partnership exceeding the number of Six 
persons, to borrow, owe or take up any sum or sums of money on 
their Bills or Notes payable at demand, or at any less time than Six 
Months from the borrowing thereof, under a penalty or forfeiture 
by such persons, bodies politic or corporate, of Treble the sum or 
sums so to be borrowed or taken upon such Bill or Bills, Note or 
Notes, One moiety thereof to be paid to the informer, and the other 
to the use of his Majesty, his heirs and successors, to be recovered 
by action of debt, bill, plaint or information in any of his Majesty’s 
Courts of Record at Dublin : And whereas in pursuance of the 
20 powers in the said Act of Parliament contained, a Charter of Incor- 
poration was granted to certain persons, by the name of the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of Ireland: 
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And whereas bv an Act passed in the first and second years of | 

“ ■ the reign of his Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled, “ An | 

Act to°establish an Agreement with the Governor and Company of | 

the Bank of Ireland, for advancing the Sum of Five hundred thousand I 

Pounds, Irish Currency, and' to empower the said Governor and 5 t 
Company to enlarge the Capital Stock or Fund of the said Bank to | 

Three million Pounds,” it was enacted, that it might be lawful for 
any number of persons in Ireland, united or to be united in Society 
or Partnership, and residing and having their establishments in 
houses of business at any place not less than Fifty Miles distant from 10 
Dublin, to borrow, owe or take up any sum or sums of money on 
their Bills or Notes payable on demand, and to make and issue 
such Notes or Bills accordingly, payable on demand at any place 
in Ireland, exceeding the distance of Fifty Miles from Dublin, all 
the individuals composing such Societies or Partnerships being liable 15 
and responsible for the due payment of such Bills or Notes ; but 
nothing therein contained was to extend or be construed to extend 
to authorize any persons exceeding Six in number, or any bodies 
politic or corporate, residing or having their establishment or house 
of business within the distance of Fifty Miles from Dublin, to make 10 
or issue any Bill or Bills of Exchange, or any Promissory Note or 
Notes, contrary to the provisions of the said in part recited Act of 
the twenty-first and twenty-second years of the reign of King 
George the Third : 

And whereas by another Act passed in the sixth year of the reign 25 
of his Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act for 
the better Regulation of Copartnership of certain Bankers in Ire- 
land,” and by another Act passed in the first year of the reign of 
his late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act to 
explain two Acts of his present Majesty, for establishing an Agree- 31 , 
ment with the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, for 
advancing the Sum of Five hundred thousand Pounds, Irish Currency, 
and for the better Regulation of Copartnerships of certain Bankers 
in Ireland,” such Copartnerships of Bankers established at places | 
beyond the distance of Fifty Miles from Dublin, were authorized to 35 | 
transact certain matters of business by agents in Dublin, or within | 
the distance of Fifty Miles thereof : | 

And whereas the said Governor and Company at different times | 
advanced for the Public Service to his Majesty King George the I 
Third, the several sums of Six hundred thousand Pounds, Five huu- 4^ 
dred thousand Pounds, and One million two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand Pounds, late Irish currency, and in respect thereof the sail 
Governor and Company were entitled to certain annuities payable 
at the receipt of the Exchequer in Dublin ; 

And 



6Geo.4, c. 42. 



11 Geo. 4, and 
1 Will. 4, 
c. 32. 
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And whereas by an Act passed in the forty-eighth year of the 
reign of his said Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “An 
Act for further extending the Provisions of several Acts for esta- 
blishing the Bank of Ireland, and for empowering the Governor and 
5 Company of the said Bank to advance the Snm of One million two 
hundred and fifty thousand Pounds, Irish Currency, towards the Ser- 
vice of the year One thousand eight hundred and Eight,” it was, 
amongst other things, enacted, that at any time after the First day 
of January in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred 
10 and Thirty-seven, upon Twelve Months’ notice, to be published in 
the Dublin Gazette by order of the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland, the said Corporation of the Bank 
was to be dissolved, and upon repayment by Parliament to the said 
Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, or their successors, 
15 of the said several sums of Six hundred thousand Pounds, Five hun- 
dred thousand Pounds, and One million two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand Pounds, and also of all arrears of the several annuities payable 
in respect of the said three several capital sums, if any such arrear 
should then be due, or at any time previous to the said First day of 
20 January (^ne thousand eight hundred and Thirty-seven, upon like 
repayment by and with the desire and consent of the said Governor 
and Company, to be signified by them, by their petition in writing, 
sealed with their common seal, and addressed to the Lord Lieutenant 
or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being, 
35 then and in such case the said several annuities should from and after 
the expiration of Twelve Months after such notice published, cease 
and determine, and the said Corporation should be dissolved : 

And whereas in pursuance of the said recited Act passed in the 
first and second years of the reign of his Majesty King George the 
30 Fourth, intituled, “ An Act to establish an Agreement with the 
Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, for advancing the 
Sum of Five hundred thousand Pounds, Irish Currency, and to 
empower the said Governor and Company to enlarge the Capital 
Stock or Fund of the said Bank to Three Millions,” the said 
35 Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland advanced for the 
Public Service, to his Majesty King George the Fourth, the sum 
of Five hundred thousand Pounds, late Irish Currency, at interest, 
making with the said three several sums of Six hundred thousand 
Pounds, Five hundred thousand Pounds, and One million two hundred 
40 and fifty thousand Pounds, late Irish currency, previously advanced, 
the sum of Two million eight hundred and fifty thousand Pounds, 
equal to Two million six hundred and thirty thousand seven hun- 
dred and sixty-nine Pounds Four Shillings and Eight-pence, sterling 
money of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland : 

345 * A 2 And 



48 Geo. 3, 
c. 103, 5 . 10. 



1 & 2 Geo. 4, 
C.72. 
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And whereas by an Act passed in the third and fourth years of 
the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, An Act to regulate 
the Repayment of certain Sums advanced by the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of Ireland for the Public Service,” it was, 
amongst other things, enacted, that from and after the passing ol the 5 
said Act, there should be paid and payable, but subject to the con- 
dition of redemption thereinafter contained, at the receipt of Her 
Majesty’s Exchequer in Dublin, to the Governor and Company of 
the said Bank of Ireland, out of the Consolidated Fund of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, an interest or annuity 10 
of One hundred and fifteen thousand three hundred and eighty- 
four Pounds Twelve Shillings and Four-pence, money of the United 
Kingdom, being a sum equal to the several annuities and interest 
theretofore payable in respect of the principal money due to the 
said Governor and Company as aforesaid, by two equal half-yearly 15 
payments, without any defalcation or abatement, on the Fifth day 
of January and the Fifth day of July in each year, the first payment 
of the said interest or annuity to be made on the Fifth day of 
January in the year One thousand eight hundred and Forty-one; 
and it was by the last-mentioned Act further provided, that the said 20 
last-mentioned annuity should be redeemable at any time after the 
First day of January One thousand eight hundred and Forty-one, 
on Six Mouths’ notice to the said Governor and Company, and on 
repayment to them of the said several sums of Six hundred thousand 

•Fjyp thnqsand Pounds^ QiiB million two hundred 25 

and fifty thousand Pounds, and Five hundred thousand Pounds, late 
Irish currency, together with all arrears of the said annuity of One 
hundred and fifteen thousand three hundred and eighty-four Pounds 
Twelve Shillings and Four-pence : 

And whereas the last-mentioned annuity has, by consent of the 30 
said Governor and Company, been reduced to an annuity of Ninety- 
two thousand and seventy-six Pounds Eighteen Shillings and Five- I 
pence, of British currency : | 

And whereas it is expedient that the exclusive privilege of bank- I 
ing granted to the said Governor and Company by the said recited 35 [ 
Act of the Parliament of Ireland, or by any other Act or Acts of | 
Parliament now in force, should cease, but that the said Governor f 
and Company should continue a Corporation, with full power and | 
authority to carry on the business of Bankers, subject to the regu- ( 
lations hereinafter contained; and the said Governor and Company 40 
of the Bank of Ireland have agreed to continue the management in 
Ireland of so much of the Public Debt of the United Kingdom as 
shall for the time being require to be transacted in Ireland, and of 
all Loans and other creations of Stock which shall at any time be 

made 
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made in Ireland, and of any Public Annuities for lives or for years 
nhich may be payable in Ireland, free of all charge and expense 
whatever for such management, or for their trouble in the payment 
of the interest of the said Public Debt or Annuities from time to time, 
5 during the continuance of the said Corporation under the provisions 
of this Act ; and it hath been further agreed that the said Governor 
and Company shall continue to receive the said annuity of Ninety- 
two thousand and seventy-six Pounds Eighteen Shillings and Five- 
pence, being an annual interest, at and after the rate of Xhree-and- 
10 a-Half per centum per annum, for and in respect of the said capital 
sum of Two million six hundred and thirty thousand seven hun- 
dred and sixty-nine Pounds Four Shillings and Eight-pence; and 
that the repayment of the last-mentioned sum shall be postponed 
till the expiration of Six Months after notice to be given by the 
15 Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland to the said Governor and Company, of 
their intention to pay off the same, or by the said Governor and 
Company to the said Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
requiring payment thereof, such notice not to be given by either 
20 party before the First day of January One thousand eight hundred 
and Fifty-five : 

And whereas by an Act passed in the seventh and eighth years of 
the reign of Her Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to regulate the Issue 
of Bank Notes, and for giving to the Governor and Company of 
25 the Bank of England certain Privileges for a limited Period,” it 
was enacted, that from and after the passing of that Act no person 
other than a Banker, who, on the Sixth day of May One thousand 
eight hundred and Forty-four, was lawfully issuing his own Bank 
Notes should make or issue Bank Notes in any part of the United 
30 Kingdom ; 

And whereas it is expedient to regulate the issue of Bank Notes 
by the said Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, and by 
such other Bankers as are now by law authorized to issue Bank 
Notes in Ireland ; 

35 ®(£ it tfimfote c-ttactrt, by The QOEEN’s most Excellent 

Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after 
the Sixth day of December One thousand eight hundred and Forty- 
40 five, so much of the said recited Act of the Parliament of Ireland, of 
the twenty-first and twenty-second years of the reign of his Majesty 
King George the Third, as prohibits any body politic or corporate, 
erected or to be erected, other than the Governor and Company of 

345' jt 3 the 



7 & a Viet, 
c. 32, s. 10 . 
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the Bank of Ireland, or for any other persons whatsover, united or 
to be united in covenants or partnership, exceeding the number 
of Six persons, to borrow, owe or take up any sum or sums 
of money on their Bills or Notes payable at demand, or at any less 
time than Six Months from the borrowing thereof, shall be and the 5 
same is hereby repealed ; and that from and after tlie said Sixth 
day of December One thousand eight hundred and Forty-five, it shall 
and may be lawful for any persons exceeding Six in number, united 
or to be united in societies or partnerships, or for any bodies politic 
or corporate, to transact or carry on the business of Bankers in jo 
Ireland, at Dublin, and at every place within Fifty Miles thereof, as 
freely as persons exceeding Six in number united, as aforesaid, may 
lawfully carry on the same business at any place in Ireland beyond 
the distance of Fifty Miles from Dublin: Provided always, That 
every member of any such society, partnership, bodies politic or 15 
corporate, shall be liable and responsible for the due payment of all 
the debts and liabilities of the corporation or copartnership of which 
such person shall be a member, any agreement, covenant or con- 
tract to the contrary notwithstanding. 



2. 

Interest at tiie 
rate of Three- 
and-a-ialf per 



centum per 
annum, made 
payable to the 



Bank shall 
manage the 
Public Debt 
of Itelan^ 
and pay Di- 
vidends with- 
out expense 
to Govern- 
ment. 



And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, 20 
the repayment of the said sum of Two million six hundred and 
thirty thousand seven hundred and sixty-nine pounds Four Shillings 
and Eight-pence, shall be and the same is hereby made chargeable 
upon the Consoli dated Fuiid of the United Kingd om of Great 
Britain and Ireland, until Parliament shall otherwise provide, and 25 
there shall be paid and payable, hut subject to the condition of 
redemption hereinafter contained, at the receipt of Her Majesty’s 
Exchequer in Dublin, to the Governor and Company of the said 
Bank of Ireland, out of the Consolidated Fund of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, in respect of the said capital 30 
sum of Two million six hundred and thirty thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-nine Pounds Four Shillings and Eight-pence so now due 
by the Public to the said Governor and Company, the aforesaid 
Annuity of Ninety-two thousand and seventy-six Pounds Eighteen 
Shillings and Five-pence, being an Interest or Annuity at and after 35 
the rate of Three Pounds Ten Shillings per centum per annum in 
the now lawful currency of the United Kingdom, by Two equal 
Half-yearly payments, without any defalcation or abatement, on 
the Fifth day of January and the Fifth day of July in each year. 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act 40 
the said Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland shall from 
time to time and at all times during the continuance of their 
Charter, and until the said Corporation shall be dissolved pursuant 
to the provisions of this Act, continue to manage and to pay all 

Interest, 
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Interest, Annuities and Dividends, payable at the said Bank, in 
respect of such part of the Public Debt as shall for the time being 
require to be transacted in Ireland, or in respect of any Fund or 
Stock created or to be created in consequence of any public loan 
5 or funding of Exchequer Bills, or conversion of Stock in Ireland, 
or of any Public Annuities, whether for lives or for years, witliout 
making any charge to Her Majesty, Her heirs or successors, or to 
the Ford High Treasurer or the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, for their trouble or expense in so doing, any Jaw, usage 
10 or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. . 

And be it Enacted, That at any time after the First day of 
January, which will be in the year of our Lord One thousand eight 
hundred and Fifty-five, upon Twelve Months’ notice to be published 
in the Dublin Gazette by order of the Lord Lieutenant or other 
15 Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, that the said Corporation 
of the Bank is to be dissolved, and upon repayment fay Parliament 
to the said Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, or their 
successors, of the said sum of Two million six hundred and thirty 
thousand seven hundred and sixty-nine Pounds Four Shillings and 
20 Eight-pence, together with all arrears of Interest or Annuity due 
in respect thereof, then and in such case the said Interest or Annuity 
shall from and after the expiration of Twelve Months after such 
notice published, cease and determine, and the said Corporation 
shall be dissolved. 

25 AND whereas by an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland in 
the thirty-third year of his late Majesty King George the Second, 
intituled, “ An Act for repealing an Act passed in this Kingdom in 
the Eighth Year of the Reign of King George the First, intituled, 

‘ An Act for the better securing the Payment of Bankers’ Notes, 
30 and for providing a more effectual Remedy for the Security and 
Payment of Debts due by Bankers,”’ it was among other things 
enacted, that no person who, by reason of any office, employ- 
ment, deputation or clerkship, was then or should at any time 
thereafter be entrusted with the receipt, custody or payment of pub- 
35 lie money, or any part of the public revenue of that Kingdom, 
should either singly or in partnership, so long as such person should 
continue in such office, employment, deputation or clerkship, 
follow the trade or business of a Banker, or by himself or by any 
person authorized by him, issue or give any note or accountable 
receipt as a Banker, or in partnership with any Banker, or for 
profit or reward discount any promissory note, or foreign or inland 
bill of exchange And whereas it is expedient to repeal the said 
enactment ; BE it therefore Enacted, That from and after the passing 
of this Act, so much of the last-mentioned Act as is herein recited, 
shall be and the same is hereby repealed. 

345- 4 AND 
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Bank oiEns- AND whereas by an Act passed in the third and fourth years of 
the reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, 
in Ireland. „ giyjng to the Corporation of the Governor and Com- 

pany of the Bank of England certain Privileges for a limited Period, 
under certain Conditions,” it was enacted, that from and after the ,5 
First day of August One thousand eight hundred and Thirty-four, 
unless and until Parliament should otherwise direct, a tender of 
a Note or Notes of the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England expressed to be payable to bearer on demand, should be a 
legal tender to the amount expressed in such Note or Notes, and lo 
should be taken to be valid as a tender to such amount for all sums 
above Five Pounds, on all occasions on which any tender of money 
maybe legally made, so long as the Bank of England should con- 
tinue to pay on demand their said Notes in legal coin : Provided 
always. That no such Note or Notes should be deemed a legal 15 
tender of payment by the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England, or any Branch Bank of the said Governor and Company : 

And whereas doubts have arisen as to the extent of the said enact- 
ment ; FOR removal whereof, be it Enacted and Declared, That 
nothing in the said last-recited Act contained shall extend, or be 20 
construed to extend, to make the tender of a Note or Notes of the 
Governor and Company of the Bank of England a legal tender in 
Ireland : Provided also. That nothing in this Act shall be construed 
to prohibit the circulation in Ireland of the Notes of the Gover- 
nor and Co mpany pf the.Bank.of England. asJieretofore. 25 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act it 
shall not be necessary for any Governor, Deputy Governor or 
Director of the said Bank, before acting in the said several ofiSces or 
trusts to make and subscribe the declaration pursuant to the Act of 
Parliament passed in the Kingdom of Ireland, intituled, “ An Act 3 “ 
to prevent the further Growth of Popery,” nor to take any other 
oaths than the oath of allegiance, the oath of qualification by pos- 
session of Stock, and the oath of fidelity to the Corporation prescribed 
in and by the Charter of Incorporation of the Governor and Com- 
pany of the said Bank ; and that it shall not be necessary for any 35 
member of the said Corporation, before voting in any general court, 
to make and subscribe the aforesaid declaration, nor to take any 
other oaths than the oaths of allegiance, the oath of qualification 
by the possession of Stock, and the oath of fidelity to the said Cor- 
poration, provided in the said Charter of Incorporation : Provided; 411 
always, That in case any of the persons called Quakers shall at any 
time be chosen Governor, Deputy Governor or Director, or shall be 
or become a member of the said Corporation, it shall be sufficient 
for such person or persons to make his or their solemn affirmation, 
to the purport and efl'ect of the oaths prescribed by the said Charter 

and 
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and by this Act, to be taken by Governors, Deputy Governors, 

Directors or members respectively of the said Corporation. 

And be it Enacted, That every Banker claiming to be entitled to ComTntsion- 
issue Bank Notes in Ireland shall, within One Month next after the S TaSo 
5 passing of this Act, give notice in writing to the Commissioners of 
Stamps and Taxes, at their bead office in London, of such claim, 
and of the place, and name and firm at and under which such 
Banker has issued such Notes in Ireland during the year next pre- 
ceding the First day of April One thousand eight hundred and Forty- 
10 five, and thereupon the said Commissioners shall ascertain if such 
Banker was, on the Sixth day of May One thousand eight hundred 
and Forty-four, and from thence up to the First day of April One 
thousand eight hundred and Forty-five, carrying on the business of 
a Banker, and lawfully issuing his own Bank Notes in Ireland, and 
15 if it shall so appear, then the said Commissioners shall proceed to 
ascertain the average amount of the Bank Notes of such Banker, 
which were in circulation during the said period of One Year pre- 
ceding the First day of April One thousand eight hundred and 
Forty-five, according to the returns made by such Banker, in pur- 
30 suance of the Act passed in the fourth and fifth years of the reign of 4 & sViot. 
Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to make further Provisions 
relative to the Returns to be made by Banks of the Amount of their 
Notes in Circulation,” and the said Commissioners, or any Two of 
them, shall certify under their hands to such Banker the average 
25 amount when so ascertained as aforesaid, omitting the fractions of a 
pound, if any ; and it shall be lawful for every such Banker to con- 
tinue to issue his own Bank Notes after the Sixth day of December One 
thousand eight hundred and Forty-five, to the extent of the anmunt so 
certified, aud of the amount of the Gold and Silver Coin held by such 
30 Banker, at the head office or principal place of issue in Ireland 
of such Banker, in the proportion and manner hereinafter mentioned, 
but not to any further extent; and from and after the Sixth day of 
December One thousand eight hundred and Forty-five, it shall not be 
lawful for any Banker to make or issue Bank Notes in Ireland, save 
35 find except only such Bankers as shall have obtained such certificate 
from the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That if it shall be made to ProvMonfor 
appear to the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes that any Two 
40 or more Banks have, by written contract or agreement (which con- 
tract or agreement shall be produced to the said Commissioners), 
become united within the year next preceding such First day of April 
One thousand eight hundred and Forty-five, it shall be lawful for the 
said Commissioners to ascertain the average amount of the Notes 
of each such Bank in the manner hereinbefore directed, and to cer- 
345 - B tify 
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tify a sum equal to the average amount of the Notes of the Two or 
more Banks so united as the amount which the united Bank shall 
thereafter be authorized to issue, subject to the regulations of this 
Act. 

10. 

Daplicate 
Certificate to 
be p-ablished 
inuie Gazette 
to be evidence. 



And be it Enacted, That in case it shall be made to appear to 
the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes at any time hereafter, that 
any Two or more Banks have, by written contract or agreement 
(which contract or agreement shall be produced to the said Com- 
missioners), become united subsequently to the passing of this Act, 20 
it shall be lawful to the said Commissioners, upon the application of 
such united Bank, to certify in manner hereinbefore mentioned, the 
aggreg^tq,o£ the MntPg ^hkih s»r,h separate Banks 

were previously authorized to issue under the separate certificates 
previously delivered to them, and so from time to time ; and every 25 
such certificate shall be published in manner hereinbefore directed, 
and from and after such publication, the amount therein stated shall 
be, and be deemed to be, the limit of the amount of Bank Notes 
which such united Bank may have in circulation, exclusive of an 
amount equal to the monthly average amount of the Gold and Silver 3^ 
Coin held by such Banker, as herein provided. 



11 . 
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And be it Enacted, That the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes 5 
shall, at the time of certifying to any Banker such particulars as 
they are hereinbefore required to certify, also publish a duplicate 
of their certificate thereof in the next succeeding Dublin Gazette, 
in which the same may be conveniently inserted ; and the Gazette in 
which such publication shall be made, shall be conclusive evidence to 
in all Courts whatsoever of the amount of Bank Notes which the 
Banker named in such certificate or duplicate is by law authorized 
to issue, and to have in circulation as aforesaid, exclusive of an 
amount equal to the monthly average amount of the Gold and Silver 
Coin held by such Banker as herein provided. '5 



CixusE (B.) 
Banks en- 
titled to the 
privilege of 
issuing Notes 
may relin- 
quisb the 
same. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Banker in Ire- I 
land, who under the provisions of this Act is entitled to issue Bank I 

Notes, to contract and agree with the Governor and Company ofthe | 

Bank of Ireland, by an agreement in writing, for the relinquishment 35 f 
of the privilege of issuing such Notes in favour of the said Governor I 
and Company, and in each such case a copy of such agreement shall r 

be transmitted to the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes j and the J 

said Commissioners shall thereupon certify, in manner hereinbefore 
mentioned, the aggregate of the amount of Bank Notes which the 4^' 
Bank of Ireland and the Banker with whom such agreement shall 
have been made were previously authorized to issue, under the sepa- 
rate certificates previously delivered to them, and every such certi- 
ficate 
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ficate shall be published in manner hereinbefore directed, and from 
and after such publication, the amount therein stated shall be the 
limit of the amount of Bank Notes which the Governor and Com- 
pany of the Bank of Ireland may have in circulation, exclusive of 
5 an amount equal to the amount of the Gold and Silver Coin held by 
the Bank of Ireland as herein provided. 

13- 

Clattsb (C.) 

And be it Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any Banker 
who shall have so agreed to relinquish the privilege of issuing Bank 
Notes at aoy time thereafter to issae any such Notes. issuing Notes 

not to resume 
the same. 

10 And be it Enacted, That from and after the Sixth day ofDe- H- 
cember One thousand eight hundred and Forty-five, it shall not be 
lawful for any Banker in Ireland to have in circulation upon the 
average of a period of Four Weeks, to be ascertained as hereinafter 
mentioned, a greater amount of Notes than an amount composed 
of the suras certified by the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes 
as aforesaid, and the monthly average amount of Gold and Silver 
Coin held by such Banker at the head office or principal place of 
issue of such Banker, during the same period of Four Weeks, to be 
ascertained in manner hereinafter mentioned. 

20 And be it Enacted, That all Bank Notes to be issued or re-issued Issue ofNote# 
in Ireland after the Sixth day of December One thousand eight 
hundred and Forty-five, shall' be expressed to be for payment of a 
sum in Pounds sterling, without any fractional parts of a Pound, 
and if any Banker in Ireland shall from and after that day 
25 make, sign, issue or re-issue any Bank Note for the fractional part 
of a Pound sterling, or for any sum together with the fractional 
part of a Pound sterling, every such Banker so making, signing, 
issuing or re-issuing any such Note as aforesaid, shall for each 
Note so made, signed, issued or re-issued, forfeit or pay the sum of 
30 Twenty Pounds. 

16. 

And be it Enacted, That every Banker other than the Bank of iaaum|Baiik« 
Ireland, who after the Sixth day of December One thousand eight Aooounts. 
hundred and Forty-five shall issue Bank Notes in Ireland, shall, on 
some one day in every week after the Thirteenth day of December 
35 One thousand eight hundred and Forty-five (such day to be fixed by 
the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes), transmit to the said 
Commissioners a just and true account of the amount of Bank Notes 
of such Banker in circulation at the close of the business on the 
next preceding Saturday ; distinguishing the Notes of Five Pounds 
40 and upwards, and the Notes below Five Pounds, and also an account 
of the total amount of Gold and Silver Coin held by such Banker at 
the head office or principal place of issue in Ireland of such 
346- B 2 Banker, 
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Banker, at the close of business on each day of tlie week ending 
on that Saturday, and also an account of the total amount of Gold 
and Silver Coin in Ireland held by such Banker at the close of 
business on that day; and on completing the first period of Four 
Weeks, and so on completing each successive period of Four Weeks, 5 
every such Banker shall annex to such account the average amount 
of Bank Notes of such Banker in circulation during the said Four 
Weeks, distinguishing the Bank Notes of Five Pounds and upwards, 
and the Notes below Five Pounds, and the average amount of Gold 
and Silver Coin respectively held by such Banker at the head office 10 
or principal place of issue of such Banker during the said Four 
Weeks, and also the amount of Bank Notes which such Banker is, 
by the Certificate published as aforesaid, authorized to issue under 
the provisions of this Act ; and every such account shall specify 
the head office or principal place of issue in Ireland of such Banker, 15 
and shall be verified by the signature of such Banker, or his chief 
cashier, or in the case of a company or partnership, by the signature 
of the chief cashier or other officer duly authorized by the directors 
of such company or partnership, and shall be made in the form to 
this Act annexed, marked (A.) ;and if any such Banker shall neglect 20 
or refuse to render any such account in the form and at the time 
required by this Act, or shall at any time render a false account, 
such Banker shall forfeit the sum of One hundred Pounds for every 
such offence. 



17 - 

Bank of Ire- 
land to render 
Accotmts. 



18. 

What aiiill 
lie deemed to 
be Bank 
Notes in. cir- 
culation. 



And be it Enacted, That the Bank of Ireland shall once in every 25 
week, on some day to be fixed by the Commissioners of Stamps and 
Taxes, transmit to the said Commissioners, in the form prescribed in 
the Schedule to this Act annexed, marked (C.), an account of the 
amount of Bank of Ireland Notes issued by the said Bank, and in 
circulation, distinguishing the Notes of Five Pounds and upwards 30 
and the Notes below Five Pounds, and of the Gold and Silver Coin 
respectively, and of the deposits and securities in the said Bank of 
Ireland, which the said Commissioners shall publish in the next 
succeeding “ Dublin Gazette j” and shall further, on completing the 
first period of Four Weeks, and so on completing each successive 35 
period of Four Weeks, annex to such account the average amount of 
Bank Notes in circulation during the said Four Weeks, and the 
average amount of Gold and Silver Coin held by the said Bank at 
the Bank of Ireland in Dublin during the said Four Weeks. 

And be it Enacted, That all Bank Notes shall be deemed to be 40 
in circulation from the time the same shall have been issued by any 
Banker, or any servant or agent of such Banker, until the same shall 
have been actually returned to such Banker, or some servant or 
agent of such Banker. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That from the returns so made by each 
Banker to the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes, the said Com- 
missioners shall at the end of the first period of Four Weeks after 
the said Sixth day of December One thousand eight hundred and 
j Forty-five, and so at the end of each successive period of Four 
Weeks, make out a general return in the form to this Act annexed, 
marked (B.), of the monthly average amount of Bank Notes in cir- 
culation of each Banker in Ireland during the last preceding Four 
Weeks, and of the average amount of all the Gold and Silver Coin 
10 held by such Banker during the same period, and certifying under 
the hand of any officer of the said Commissioners dnly authorized 
for that purpose in the case of each such Banker, whether such 
Banker has held the amount of Coin required by law during the 
period to which the said return shall apply, and shall publish the 
15 same in the next succeeding “ Dublin Gazette ” in which the same 
can be conveniently inserted. 

And be it Enacted, That for the purpose of ascertaining the 
monthly average amount of Bank Notes of each Banker other than 
the Bank of Ireland, in circulation, the aggregate of the amount of 
20 Bank Notes of each such Banker in circulation at the close of the 
business on the Saturday in each week during the first complete period 
of Four Weeks next after the Sixth day of December One thousand 
eight hundred and Forty-five, shall be divided by the number of weeks ; 
and the average so ascertained shall be deemed to be the average 
25 of Bank Notes of each such Banker in circulation during such period 
of Four Weeks, and so in each successive period of Four Weeks ; and 
the monthly average amount of Gold and Silver Coin respectively held 
as aforesaid by such Banker shall be ascertained in like manner from 
the amount of Gold and Silver Coin held by such Banker at the head 
30 office or principal place of issue of such Banker in Ireland, at the close 
of business on such day in each week ; and the monthly average 
amount of Bank Notes of each such Banker in circulation during 
any such period of Four Weeks is not to exceed a sum made up by 
adding the amount certified by the Commissioners of Stamps and 
35 Taxes as aforesaid, and the monthly average amount of Gold and 
Silver Coin held by such Banker as aforesaid, during the same 
period. 

And be it Enacted, That in taking account of the Coin held 
by any Banker in Ireland, with respect to which Bank Notes to a 
40 further extent than the sum certified as aforesaid by the Commis- 
siouers of Stamps and Taxes, may, under the provisions of this Act, 
ke made and issued, no amount of Silver Coin exceeding One-fourth 
part of the Gold Coin held by such Banker as aforesaid shall be 

345' B 3 taken 



„ ’ 9 - 

Commia- 
sionera of 
Stamps to 
make a 
moathlj' It- 
tum. 



20 . 

Modeofascer- 
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taken into account, nor shall any Banker be authorized to make 
and issue Bank Notes in Ireland on any amount of Sdver Com held 
by such Banker, exceeding the proportion of One-fourth part of the 
Gold Coin held by such Banker as aforesaid. 

and whereas in order to ensure the rendering of true and faith- 5 
ful accounts of the amount of Bank Notes in circulation, and the 
amount of Gold and Silver Coin held by each Banker as directed 
by this Act, it is necessary that the Commissioners of Stamps and 
Taxes should be empowered to cause the books of Bankers issuing 
such Notes, and the amount of Gold and Silver Coin held by such 10 
Bankers as aforesaid, to be inspected as hereinafter mentioned ; BE 
it therefore Enacte.l, That all and every the book and books of any 
Banker who shall issue Bank Notes under the provisions of this 
Act in which shall be kept, contained or entered any account, 
minute or memorandum of or relating to the Bank Notes issued or 15 
to be issued by such Bank, of or relating to tlie amount of such 
Notes in circulation from time to time, or of or relating to the Gold 
or Silver Coin held by such Banker from time to time, or any 
account, minute or memorandum, the sight or inspection whereof 
may tend to secure the rendering of true accounts of the average JO 
amount of such Notes in circulation, and Gold or Silver Coin held 
as directed by this Act, or to test the truth of any such account, 
shall be open for the inspection and examination, at all seasonable 
times, of any ofhiCor of Stanap-J^ t i pa . -^n l)h u r . lzed in that behalf by 
writing, signed by the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes, or any 25 
Two of them ; and every such officer shall be at liberty to take 
copies of or extracts from any such book or account as aforesaid, 
and to inspect and ascertain the amount of any Gold or Silver Com 
held by such Banker ; and if any Banker or other person keeping 
any such book, or having the custody or possession thereof, or power 30 
to produce the same, shall, upon demand made by any such officer, 
showing (if required) his authority in that behalf, refuse to produce 
any such book to such officer for Ids inspection and examination, or 
to permit him to inspect and examine the same, or to take copies 
thereofor extracts therefrom, or of or from any such account, minute 35 
or memorandum as aforesaid, kept, contained or entered therein, or 
if any Banker or other person having the custody or possession of 
any Coin belonging to such Banker shall refuse to permit or pre- 
vent the inspection of such Gold and Silver Coin as aforesaid, every 
such Banker or other person so offending shall for every such offence 40 
forfeit the sum of One hundred Pounds : Provided always. That the 
said Commissioners shall not exercise the powers aforesaid without 
the consent of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



And 
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And be it Enacted, That every Banker in Ireland, other than the AiiBanken 
Bank of Ireland, who is now carrying on or shall hereafter carry on names once 
business as such, shall, on the First day of January in each year or 
within Fifteen Days thereafter, make a return to the Commissioners 
5 of Stamps and Taxes, at their office in Dublin, of his name, residence 
and occupation, or, in the case of a Company or Partnership, of the 
name, residence and occupation of every person composing or being 
a member of such Company or Partnership, and also the name of the 
Firm under which such Banker, Company or Partnership carry on 
10 the business of Banking, and of every place where such business is 
carried on j and if any such Banker shall omit or refuse to make 
such return within Fifteen Days after the said First day of January, 
or shall wilfully make other than a true return of the persons as herein 
required, every Banker so offending shall forfeit or pay the sum of 
1 5 Fifty Pounds ^ and the said Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes shall, 
on or before the First day of March in every year, publish in the 
Dublin Gazette, a copy of the return so made by every Banker within 
such town or county respectively, as the case may be. 

24, 

And be it Ena cted, That if the monthly average circulation of Penalty on 
20 Bank Notes of any Banker, taken in the manner herein directed, 
shall at any time exceed the amount which such Banker is autho* 
rized to issue and to have in circulation, under the provisions of this 
Act, such Banker shall in every such case forfeit a sum equal to the 
amount by which the average monthly circulation, taken as afore- 
25 said, shall have exceeded the amount which such Banker was autho- 
rized to issue, and to have in circulation as aforesaid. 

25 - 

And be it Enacted, That all Promissory or other Notes, Bills of 
Exchange or Drafts, or Undertakings in Writing, being negotiable 
or transferable for the payment of any sum or sums of money, or Inland. 

30 any Orders, Notes or Undertakings in Writing, being negotiable or 
transferable for the delivery of any goods, specifying their value in 
money less than the sum of Twenty Shillings in the whole hereto- 
fore made or issued, or which shall hereafter be made or issued in 
Ireland, shall from and after the First day of January One thousand 
35 eight hundred and Forty-six be and the same are hereby declared 
to he absolutely void and of no effect, any law, statute, usage or 
custom to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding ; and 
that if any person or persons shall, after the First day of January 
One thousand eight hundred and Forty-six, by any act, device or 
40 means whatsoever, publish or utter in Ireland any such Notes. 

Bills, Drafts or Engagements as aforesaid for a less sum than Twenty 
Shillings, or on which less than the sum of Twenty Shillings shall 
he due, and which shall be in anywise negotiable or transferable. 
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or shall negotiate or transfer the same in Ireland, every such person 
shall forfeit and pay for every such offence any sum not exceeding 
Twenty Pounds nor less than Five Pounds, at the discretion of the 
Justice of the Peace who shall hear and determine such offence. 

And be it Enacted, That all Promissory or other Notes, Bills of 5 
Exchange or Drafts or Undertakings in Writing, being negotiable or 
transferable for the payment of Twenty Shillings, or any sura of 
money above that sum and less than Five Pounds, or on which 
Twenty Shillings or above that sum and less than Five Pounds shall 
remain undischarged, and which shall be issued within Ireland at 10 
any time after the First day of January One thousand eight hun- 
dred and Forty-six, shall specify the names and places of abode of 
the persons respectively to whom or to whose order the same shall 
be made payable, and shall bear date before or at the time of draw- 
ing or issuing thereof, and not on any day subsequent thereto, and 15 
shall be made payable within the space of Twenty-one Days next 
after the date thereof, and shall not be transferable or negotiable 
afcer the time hereby limited for payment thereof; and that every 
indorsement to be made thereon shall be made before the expiration 
of that time, and to bear date at or not before the time of making 20 
thereof; and shall specify the name and place of abode of the per. 
son or persons to whom or to whose order the money contained io 
every such Note, Bill, Draft or Undertaking is to be paid, and that 
the signing of every such Nqte^ B jl l, Dmft or Undertaking, and 
also of every such indorsement, shall be attested by One subscribing 25 
witness at the least, and which said Notes, Bills of Exchange or 
Drafts or Undertakings in writing may be made or drawn in words 
to the purport or effect as set out in the Schedule to this Act an- 
nexed, marked (D.) and (E.) ; and that all Promissory or other 
Notes, Bills of Exchange or Drafts or Undertakings in writing, 30 
being negotiable or transferable for the payment of Twenty Shil- 
lings, or any sum of money above that sum and less than Five 
Pounds, or in which Twenty Shillings or above that sum and less than 
Five Pounds shall remain undischarged, and which shall be issued in 
Ireland at any time after the said First day of January One thousand 35 
eight hundred and Forty-six in any other manner than as aforesaid, 
and also every indorsement on any such Note, Bill, Draft or other 
Undertaking to be negotiated under this Act other than as afore- 
said, shall and the same are hereby declared to be absolutely void, 
any law, statute, usage or custom to the contrary thereof in anywise 40 
notwithstanding ; provided that nothing in this Clause contained 
shall be construed to extend to any such Bank Notes as shall be law- 
fully issued by any Banker in Ireland authorized by this Act to 
continue the issue of Bank Notes. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That if any body politic or corporate, or any 
person or persons shall from and after the said First day of January 
One thousand eight hundred and Forty-six, make, sign, issue or re- 
issue in Ireland any Promissory Note payable on demand to the bearer 
5 thereof, for any sum of money less than the sum of Five Pounds, 
except the Bank Notes of such Bankers as are hereby authorized to 
continue to issue Bank Notes as aforesaid, then and in either of such 
cases every such body politic or corporate, or person or persons so 
making, signing, issuing or re-issuing any such Promissory Noteas 
10 aforesaid, except as aforesaid, shall for every such NoJe so made, 
signed, issued or re-issued, forfeit the sum of Twenty Pounds. 

And be i t Enacted, That if any body politic or corporate, or person 
or persons shall, from and after the passing of this Act, publish, 
utter or negotiate in Ireland any Promissory or other Note (not 
!5 being the Bank Note of a Banker hereby authorized to continue to 
issue Bank Notes), or any Bill of Exchange, Draft or Undertaking 
in writing, being negotiable or transferable for the payment of 
Twenty Shillings, or above that sum, and less than Five Pounds, or 
on which Twenty Shillings, or above that sum, and less than Five 
20 Pounds, should remain undischarged, made, drawn or indorsed in any 
other manner than as is hereinbefore directed j every such body 
politic or corporate, or person or persons so publishing, uttering or 
negotiating any such Promissory or other Note (jibt being such 
Bank Note as aforesaid), Bill of Exchange, Draft or Undertaking in 
35 writing as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay the sum of Twenty Pounds. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall extend to prohibit any Draft or Order drawn by any 
person on his Banker, or on any person acting as such Banker, for 
the payment of money held by such Banker or person, to the use of 
30 the person by whom such Draft or Order shall be drawn. 

•: 30- 

And be it Enacted, That all pecuniary penalties: under this Act Mode of ea- 
may be sued or prosecuted for and recovered for the use of Her ^^3“^ 
Majesty, in the name of Her Majesty’s Attorney-General or Solicitor- 
General in Ireland, or of the Solicitor of Stamps in Ireland, or of any 
person authorized to sue or prosecute for the same by writing under 
the hands of the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes, or in the 
name of any Officer of Stamp Duties by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint 
or Information in the Court of Exchequer in Dublin, or by Civil Bill 
in the Court of the Recorder, Chairman ’or Assistant-Barrister 
40 within whose local jurisdiction any offence shall have been com- 
mitted, in ^-espect of any such penalty, or in respect of any penalty 
not exceeding Twenty Pounds, by Information or Complaint before 
One or more Justice or Justices of the Peace in Ireland, in such and 
345- C the 
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the same manner as any other penalties imposed by any of the laws 
now in force relating to the duties under the management of the 
Commissioners of Stamps ; and it shall be lawful in all cases for the 
Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes, either before or after any pro- 
ceedings commenced for recovery of any such penalty, to mitigate j 
or compound any such penalty as the said Commissioners shall think 
fit, and to stay any such proceedings after the same shall have been 
commenced, and whether judgment may have been obtained for such 
penalty or not, on paym ent of part only of any such penalty with or 
without costs, or on payment only of the costs incurred in such pro- lo 
ceedings or of any part thereof, or on such other terms as such 
Commissioners shall judge reasonable : Provided always, That in no 
such proceeding as aforesaid shall any essoign, protection, wager of 
law nor more than one imparlance be allowed j and all pecuniary 
penalties imposed by or incurred under this Act, by whom or in j; 
whose name soever the same shall be sued or prosecuted for or reco- 
vered, shall go and be applied to the use of Her Majesty, and shall 
be deemed to be and shall be accounted for as part of Her Majesty’s 
revenue arising from Stamp Duties, any thing in any act contained or 
any law or usage to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding: % 
Provided always. That it shall be lawful for the Commissioners of 
Stamps and Taxes, at their discretion, to give all or any part of such 
penalties as rewards to any person or persons who shall have detected 
the offenders, or given information which may have led to their 
prosecution and eonvtcti^Mi.' 

31. 

intergreta- And be it Enacted, That the term “ I5ank Notes ” used in this 
Act shall extend and apply to all Bills or Notes for the payment of 
money to the bearer on demand ; and that the term “ Banker” 
shall, when the Bank of Ireland be not specially excepted, extend 
and apply to the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, 
and to all other corporations, societies, partnerships and persons, 
and every individual person carrying on the business of Banking, 
whether by the issue of Bank Notes or otherwise; and that the word 
“ Coin” shall be construed to mean the Coin of this realm ; and that 
the word “person” used in this Act shall include corporations; ']) 
and that the singular number used in this Act shall include the 
plural number, and the plural number the singular, except where 
there is any thing in the context repugnant to such construction; 
and that the masculine gender in this Act shall include the femi- 
nine, except where there is anything in the context repugnant to 
such construction. 

32. 

And be It Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed 
Act to be passed in the present Session of Parliament. 

SCHEDULES 
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SCHEDULES 



Repeeeed to in the eokegoing act. 



SCHEDULE (A.) 

Name and Title set forth in License 
Name of the Firm - 
Head Office or principal Place of Issue 



_Bank. 

Firm. 

Place. 



AMOUNT of Notes in circulation on Satur-lf. 5 and upwards - £ 

day the day of /Under £. 6 -...£, 

Total ~ 



AMOUNT of Gold and Silver Coin held 
Issue at the close of business on — 

Monday^ the - - 

Tuesday, the - - 

Wednesday, the - - 

Thursday, the - - 

Friday, the - - 

Saturday, the - - 



or principal Place of 
Silver. 



£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£, 


£. 


£. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 



at the Head Office 
Gold. 



total amount of Coin held at the close of business on Saturday the 
of 18 . 



Gold ~ ~ ~ ~ £ 

Silver 

Total - - - 



[To be inserted in the Account at the end of each period of Four Weeks.] 
Amount of Notes authorized by Certificate - - - . . 

Average Amount of Notes in circulation during the Four Weekal 
endujg as above - 

Average Amount of Coin held during the said Four Weeks -/ 

[Sliver f. 

Total - ~ 



being the [Banker, Chief Cashier, Director or Partner, as the 
case may be,] do hereby certify that the above is a true account of the Notes in circulation 
and of the Coin held by the said Bank, as required under the Act 8 & 9 Viet,, c. ’ 

(signed)_ 

I^ated this day of 18 



c 2 SCHEDULE 
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SCHEDULE (B.) 



Muie u>d 


Name of tbe Firm. 


Head Office, 
Priocipel Place of laiue. 


CircoJalion 


Arerege Citculatioa during 
Four Weeka, 
eadiog the 


Average Amount of Coin held 
during Four Wecle, 


authortxed by Certificate. 




Under 

£.S- 




Gold. 


Silver. 
























I hereby certify. tb»l each of tlie Baotera DC 
exception of A.B. or C. D.. as the caee may bo 
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SCHEDULE (C.) 

BANK OF IRELAND. 

an account pursuant to the Act 8 & 9 Viet., c. , for the Week ending the 
day of 184 . 

CiBCUiATiON authorized by Certificate 

CiscDiATioN ; viz. 

Notes above £.5 
Notes under £. 5 - 

Total Circulation - - £. 



Coin ; viz. 

Gold 

Silver - 

Total Coin . - - £. 

Securities - - - £. 

£. 

Deposits ; viz. 

Public Deposits 
Other Deposits 

Total Deposits - - - £. 



To be added at the end of each period of Four Weeks. 
Average in Circulation of — 

Notes above £.5 
Notes under £.6. 

Total - - - £. 



Average Amount of Coin in the Bank in Dublin ; viz. 

Gold £. 

Silver - 

Total ~ 

Dated this day of 184 . 

— — Cashier. 

345. c 3 SCHEDULE 
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SCHEDULE (D.) 



[Place] [day] [month] [year.] 

Twenty-one clays after date I promise to pay to A. B. of [place] , or his order 
the sum of for value received by 

C. D. 

Witness, E. F. 

And the indorsement toties quoties. 

[Day] [month] [year.] 

Pay the contents to G. H. of [place] , or his order. 

A.B. 

Witness, J. K. 



SCHEDULE (E.) 



[Place] [day] [raontli] [year.] 
Twenty-one days, after date pay to A, B. of [place] 
of , value received, as advised by 

To E. F., of [place]. 

Witness, G. H. 



or his Order, the sum 
C. D. 



And the indorsement toties quoties. 
[Day] [month] [year.] 
Pay the contents to J. K. of [place] , or his order. 

Witness, L. M. 



A. B. 
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